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of the domestic and political condition of their
dominions. In general, they put all business
affairs into the hands of some vizier, thereby
making it to that official's interest that they
should continue uninformed. If this minister
allowed the reins of government to fall slack,
then the king's mother and a set of narrow-
minded and degraded eunuchs administered
the affairs of the country. If Aurangzib really
delivered this harangue (and no Mogul empe-
ror had a better right to make such a speech
than he), the picture he painted was modelled
mainly on his father, with a few additional
details from Jahangir. As an unsparing exami-
nation of the causes of the weakness and imbe-
cility of some of the Mogul rulers, it is excellent.
Another remarkable discourse of Aurangzib's
and one which throws''miicH^ light on his cha-
ractSf7 is'lfie/ rebuke which Bernier tells us he
administered to his old tutor on the latter pre-
senting himself before him in the hope of a
reward. " Show me," said Aurangzib, " a well-
educated youthj and I will say that it is doubtful
who has the stronger claim upon his grati-
tude, his father or his tutor. But what was the
knowledge I derived under your tuition? " And
then the monarch proceeded to blame him for
teaching him grammar and Arabic, and " suck
knowledge as belongs to a doctor of law,"
instead of giving him a more general education.
" Scarcely did I learn from you the names of
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